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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-13 are pending in this application and presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-5 and 8-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Rhoads et al. (Rhoads), U.S. Publication No. 2001/0032251 A1. 

4. As to claim 1 , Rhoads discloses a supplemental information dissemination 
system that provides supplemental information on managed documents having unique 
identifying information printed thereon (Abstract, In. 1-6), the supplemental information 
dissemination system comprising: 

a supplemental information management server that stores supplemental 
information on each document having identifying information associated with each 
document ([0016]; In. 1-5; [0031], In. 1-7; [0032], In. 8-14); and 

a supplemental information acquisition device that reads identifying information 
for a document, and acquires stored supplemental information on the document 
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associated with the identifying information from the supplemental information 
management server ([0018], In. 1-3; [0028], In. 1-6; [0039], In. 1-4; [0040], In. 1-8). 

5. As to claim 2, Rhoads discloses the supplemental information management 
server and the supplemental information acquisition device are connected to each other 
via a network ([0027], In. 2-5). 

6. As to claim 3, Rhoads discloses a print device that both prints documents and 
prints encoded identifying information on the documents ([0033], In. 6-8; [0034], In 1-4 
and 9-16). 

7. As to claim 4, Rhoads discloses when the contents of managed documents have 
been updated, the supplemental information management server will both allocate new 
identifying information to updated documents, and request or allow updates to stored 
supplemental information associated with pre-update identifying information ([0036], In. 
1-7; updated contact information is new identifying information; the user being allowed 
to update contact information linked to a business card is allowing updates to stored 
supplemental information associated with pre-update identifying information, where the 
watermarked business card is the pre-update identifying information). 

9 

8. As to claim 5, Rhoads discloses when the contents of managed documents have 
been updated, the supplemental information management server will both allocate new 
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identifying information to updated documents, and automatically update stored 
supplemental information associated with pre-update identifying information ([0036], In. 
1-7; updated contact information is new identifying information; a programmed calendar 
continually updating contact information is automatically updating stored supplemental 
information associated with pre-updated identifying information, where the watermarked 
business card is the pre-update identifying information). 

9. As to claim 8, Rhoads discloses the print device prints encoded identifying 
information allocated to a document, an encoded network address of the supplementary 
information management server, and encoded information on the location of the 
supplementary information on the document ([0033], In. 6-8; [0039], In. 9-20; [0040J, In. 
1-8). 

10. As to claim 9, Rhoads discloses the print device will print the identifying 
information as a bar code ([0073], In. 1-5). 

11. As to claim 10, Rhoads discloses the supplemental information acquisition device 
comprises a reading unit that reads the identifying information printed on a document, 
and a display unit that presents supplemental information based upon the identifying 
information read by the reading unit and acquired from the supplemental information 
management server to a user in the form of text or sound ([0018], In. 1-3; [0028], In. 1-6; 
[0031], In. 1-7; [0039], In. 1-4; [0040], In. 1-8 and 26-32). 
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1 2. As to claim 1 1 , Rhoads discloses the supplemental information acquisition device 
is a bar code reader comprised of a wireless communication module ([0027], In. 2-5; 
[0029], In. 1-5; [0073], In. 1-5). 

13. As to claim 12, Rhoads discloses the supplemental information acquisition device 
is a copying machine comprised of a network interface and a scanner, and extracts 
encoded identifying information from document image data read by the scanner ([0027], 
In. 2-5; [0028], In. 1-6; [0029], In. 1-5). 

14. As to claim 13, Rhoads discloses the supplemental information acquisition device 
is a portable telephone comprised of a camera, and extracts encoded identifying 
information from document image data photographed by the camera ([0029], In. 1-10). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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16. Claims 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rhoads as applied to claim 1 above, in view of Bowman-Amuah, U.S. Patent No. 
6,289,382 B1. 

17. As to claim 6, Rhoads does not disclose when a managed document has been 
deleted, the supplemental information management server will request or allow the 
stored supplemental information associated with identifying information for the deleted 
document to be updated. 

However, Bowman-Amuah does disclose when a managed document has been 
deleted, the supplemental information management server will request or allow the 
stored supplemental information associated with identifying information for the deleted 
document to be updated (Col. 53, In. 41-47). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teachings of Rhoads by updating supplemental information 
associated with identifying information for a deleted document as taught by Bowman- 
Amuah in order to ensure the user is provided the most recent information available on 
deleted documents (Bowman-Amuah, Col. 53, In. 44-47). 

18. As to claim 7, Rhoads does not disclose when a managed document has been 
deleted, the supplemental information management server will automatically update the 
stored supplemental information associated with identifying information for the deleted 
document. 
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However, Bowman-Amuah does disclose when a managed document has been 
deleted, the supplemental information management server will automatically update the 
stored supplemental information associated with identifying information for the deleted 
document (Col. 53, In. 41-47). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teachings of Rhoads by automatically updating supplemental 
information associated with identifying information for a deleted document as taught by 
Bowman-Amuah in order to ensure the user is provided the most recent information 
available on deleted documents without the need for manual intervention (Bowman- 
Amuah, Col. 53, In. 44-47). 

Conclusion 

19. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian P. Whipple whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1244. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thu (7:30 to 5), Fri (7:30 to 4 or 
day off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nabil El-Hady can be reached on (571)272-3963. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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